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WHAT DO PEOPLE THINK ABOUT NON-NATIVE SPECIES?

Questionnaire

Your views on changes in
animals, plants and their habits

Survey conducted in
Aberdeen City & Shire
plus 7 other European sites

In particular, we explored the views of the Scottish public on non-native and invasive
species.

A range of arguments and values shaped the debates:
‘naturalness’ of a system as opposed to human interference
dominance of single species and suppression of others
harmfulness of species
nativeness.

Of these, nativeness mattered least to people: non-native species were primarily
judged by their impacts on other species and habitats. Human responsibility for
introducing species and/or disturbing systems was also an important factor.
These findings suggest that the concept of nativeness might be obsolete in the
conservation discourse.




