LUNAN CATCHMENT MANAGEMENT GROUP  MEETING No. 8
DATE – 25th November 2019 at 11.30. Guthrie Village Hall

PRESENT :- Janice Corrigan (Angus Council, chair), Andy Vinten (JHI, secretary), Scott Leith, Adam Carson (SEPA), Alban Houghton (Balgavies Management Committee), Peter McPhail (SNH), Craig McIntyre (ERFT), Alan Hendry (SGRIPID). 
1. JC opened the meeting and thanked everyone for attending

2. APOLOGIES :- Laure Kuhfuss – JHI; Rab Potter - SWT
3. Minutes of the last meeting were accepted
4. Matters arising:
a. Vegetation management on Lunan Common Lade (AC)
Vegetation and overhanging branch removal were in hand in the reach of the Lunan Water between Rescobie and Balgavies Lochs. No action had taken place on the Common Lade, but it would be on the list of works for AC for next year.

b. Soil conservation plans (SNH)
Peter McPhail reported that farm visits for sediment control plan development funded by SNH had led to adoption of the measures to be visited in the afternoon (under AECS funding).

He also reports that some further funds were available for design of a polishing wetland on SWT land at Fonah Bog  (land owned by Burnside estate, but administered by SWT). There were also funds to improve implementation of SUDS on adjacent farmland. Consultants Lockett and Moir were being informed of these funds.
c. Lunan Water diffuse pollution priority catchment plans (SEPA)
Adam Carson reported that plans for the Lunan Priority Catchment implementation were on track with likely starting date later in 2020. Scott Leith updated on the new structure that the Environmental Performance Section of SEPA were operating with The Compliance and beyond strategy was being implemented through three groups: Enforcement, Environmental Compliance, and Legal permitting/Resolution. 

d. Estimation of costs of flooding (AC).
Janice Corrigan undertook to provide benchmark costs of flooding to AV, as an aid to making the economic case for improved water level management. 
5. Water management project update (AV)  - see paper A and C
Andy Vinten reported on progress with the modelling of the impact of changing hydraulic management of structures. Introducing a lower level on the high flow spillway at Milldens would help to alleviate water levels in flood conditions and could also help to divert sediment rich flood waters away from Chapel Mires. He proposed a meeting with wider riparian interest groups in spring 2020, which was agreed in principle. Action:AV

Scott Leith that any modification of the structure(s) at Milldens would attract the need for a CAR licence.  The question of responsibility for management was discussed. It was agreed that the proposed option of a modification of an existing structure with low management input post-modification was more likely to be acceptable to riparian owners, and to attract one-off funding.  

6. Sediment control update - see paper B (JHI/SWT/SNH)
This was discussed briefly, and some issues raised that were discussed in the field (see item 10 below). 

7. proposed workshop in March/April for wider audience (JHI)
This was agreed as a good idea in principle, but due to shortage of time could not be discussed in detail. 

8. AOCB (all)
Peter McPhail reported that SNH is changing its name to Nature Scot; Alan Hendry reported that there will be no funding for new applications for rural SUDS in the coming financial year due to uncertainties with Brexit. 

9.
Date of next meeting
(see item 7)
10.
PM Optional visit to see new AECS funded sediment retention structures (JHI/SNH)
A new sediment bund/swale system was visited. Due to problems with burst drains, the system was managing higher flows of water than expected. The challenges of implementing funded measures in the post-harvest period were highlighted, showing the need to get funding approved early in the year. There is a clear need  for adjacent land owners to work together to solve water and sediment management issues. The potential site on SWT Fonah Bog to polish water draining from the SUDS on upstream farms was highlighted. The question of management of sediment accoumulating in such a structure was discussed. 
