
1. Soil

Soil

weathering
on the soil parent material or underlying hard rock.

Such studies are associated with other branches of science.

pedologists to classify the soil.

Given the wide variety of soils known to exist in Scotland, it is 
necessary to understand how they are formed and subsequently 

There are five classical soil forming factors:
• Soil parent material
• Climate

• Topography
• Time

Soil forming factors

Three of the most important soil types in Scotland are BROWN EARTHS, PODZOLS AND GLEYS. Their distribution has
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been mapped by the Soil Survey of Scotland at a variety of scales.


