
3. Brown Earths

The general term ‘brown earth’, denotes an extensive grouping of soils, generally free draining, with 

decomposed prior to 

mineral and organic material to create mull humus.  A dark-coloured surface Ah horizon (h denotes enriched with humus), of variable depth, 
brown colours

and iron content decreases with depth.

Uses: Given their adequate depth, free drainage

obtained within sheltered sites.

For further information contact: lorna.dawson@hutton.ac.uk 

Generally low-lying, gently undulating terrain.

Relatively warm, dry climate.


