
4. Podzols

An extensive group of leached
beneath superficial, organic horizons which show progressive 
decomposed organic debris (LF horizon) to mor humus (H horizon) with no recognisable plant remains.  The light coloured eluvial or E horizon, a 
direct result of loss of iron/aluminium oxides following long-term weathering in the presence of organic acids, rests on a brightly coloured zone 

illuvial or B horizon

zola = ash

Uses: Podzols are generally infertile, low productivity soils. By virtue of their occurrence in cool, wet conditions, often within steep hill

For further information contact: lorna.dawson@hutton.ac.uk 

A wide variety of site and slope conditions but rarely receiving concave sites from sea 
level to mountain summits.


