
8. Sand Dunes – 2

Glossary
BUILDING STAGE: plants trap sand and grow with it, binding the sand together with their roots. The humus created by decaying pioneer 

plants can now grow and start to shade out the pioneers. As plants colonise the dunes, the sand disappears and the dunes change colour 
from yellow to grey.
CLIMAX STAGE: taller plants (such as trees) and more complex plant species (like moorland heathers) can now grow. Plants from earlier 

occur. Plants which are specially adapted to be water-tolerant grow here.

to soak through rapidly. 

PSAMMOSERE: an ecological succession developed on sand dunes.

For further information contact: lorna.dawson@hutton.ac.uk


