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Despite vast body of scientific knowledge, the role of soil 
Is not understood, not appreciated nor valued by  

society at large. 
 

Nor by many policy makers or other scientific domains. 
 

Soil [science] (unfairly?) lacks a ‘wow factor’! 
 

WHY NOT? WHAT CAN BE DONE? 

Soil and society - Issues! 



The problem? 

• Increasing urbanisation of society 

• Lack of prominence in education 

• Lack of political weight?  

• Soil science has been living in ‘ivory tower’? 

• Poor delivery of the message. 

• So need to improve communication…. 



 JRC is European Commission’s in-house provider of scientific 
basis for EU policies. 

 
Bridge between scientific disciplines and policy maker. 

 
EU Soil Thematic Strategy  

Communications 2006-2012 
 
“…little public awareness of the importance of soil protection. 
Measures to improve knowledge and exchange information and best 
practices are needed to fill this gap.” 
 
Article 15: Member States shall take appropriate measures to raise 
awareness about the importance of soil for human and ecosystem 
survival, and promote the transfer of knowledge and experience for a 
sustainable use of soil.   

JRC & Soil Awareness 
 



To increase public awareness of the need to protect soil, the 
Commission will foster initiatives such as” 
 
•wide distribution of the Soil Atlas of Europe (10,000 copies) 

•maintenance of the EUSOILS/ESDAC web site for open 
access to policy relevant soil information (30,000 downloads for 
soil biodiversity atlas) 

•European Summer School on Soil Survey to provide 
specific training to young researchers (4 schools run) 

•initiatives such as EU Manifesto on Earth Heritage and Geodiversity, 

•integration of soil protection aspects in Community-funded information 
and training events 

•initiatives within the UNCCD and other conventions (soil as 
habitat in CBD) 

  

Communication 2006 
 



Common Agricultural Policy (CAP) 

Climate Change Policy (Post-Kyoto debate, LULUCF) 

Energy Policy (Renewable Energies Directive) 

Biodiversity (Nature) Protection Policy (EU Biodiversity Strategy) 

Water Protection Policy (WFD, Groundwater Directive) 

Forest Protection Policy (Forest FOCUS, ICP Forest) 

Regional Policies (Structural funds) 

Food Safety (PPR Registration, EFSA) 

Food Security (FAO) 

Development Policy (ACP-Observatory, EU DEV DAYS) 

Waste Policy (Biowaste Directive, Sewage Sludge Directive) 

Nature conservation (NATURA 2000) 

……………..etc. 

Soil in EU Policy Areas 



  

Reaching Policy 



Guidelines on best practice to limit, mitigate or 
compensate soil sealing 
SWD(2012) 101 final/2, 15 May 2012 

http://ec.europa.eu/environment/soil/sealing_guidelines.htm 

Available 
in all EU 
official 

languages 
 
 
 

Available 
in selected 
EU official 
languages 

Reaching Decision 
Makers 

http://ec.europa.eu/environment/soil/sealing_guidelines.htm


  

Simplifying soil! 

High political, media, 
educational and societal 

impact 
 

EU PRESIDENCY 
MONOLITH SERIES 

Free copies at SOIL CAFÉ! 





ATLAS DU SOL DU 
AFRICA 

Language 
considerations 



  

Public 
Engagements 

2013 Open Day 
10,000+ visitors 

Soil exhibit = top attraction 

http://www.cc.cec/galleries/jrc/main.php?g2_itemId=7610&g2_imageViewsIndex=1


Schools contact 



European Soil Bureau Network 
Working Group Awareness Raising & 

Education 

European Network Soil Awareness 
Conferences 

GSP - Pillar 2 

Soil Science 
Community 



Resource Efficiency Roadmap, COM(2011) 571: 
Milestone: By 2020, EU policies take into account their direct and 
indirect impact on land use in the EU and globally, and the rate of 
land take is on track with an aim to achieve no net land take by 
2050; soil erosion is reduced and the soil organic matter 
increased, with remedial work on contaminated sites well 
underway. 
 

Rio+20: 
205. We [the Heads of State and Government and high-level 
representatives] recognize the economic and social significance of 
good land management, including soil, particularly its 
contribution to economic growth, biodiversity, sustainable 
agriculture and food security, eradicating poverty, the 
empowerment of women, addressing climate change and 
improving water availability. 

Future developments 



 Second Global Soil Week organised by the IASS on 
28-31 October 2013 in Berlin  
 

 FAO's proposal to the UN General Assembly to endorse 
the World Soil Day on 5 December 
 

 International Year of Soils in 2015 
 

 World Expo, Milan 2015 – Food Security 
 

 Global Soil Partnership 
 

Future developments 



•While scientific excellence is important, it’s not 
enough. Need to proactively broadcast soil science 
and engage with sponsors, public and other scientific 
domains.  

•Lots of activity but… 

•Lacking impact and repeatability. Media critical. 

•Needs target support. Role of EC?  

•Dissemination of best practices. 

•Need to involve communication experts. 

Conclusions 



Old view…. 

It sounded an excellent plan, no doubt, and very neatly 
and simply arranged; the only difficulty was, that Alice 
had not the smallest idea how to set about it. 

Lewis Carroll 

 

ENSA – the way forward. 

 

. 



Thank you very much 
for your attention. 

arwyn.jones@jrc.ec.europa.eu 
 

EU Soil Portal 
http://eusoils.jrc.ec.europa.eu 
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