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Recent developments in forestry provide challenges for scientists and practitioners: How can dominant
public attitudes concerning woodlands be characterised, and how can they be translated into policy
design? How do people see the future of woodlands? This paper analyses the developments that
characterised forestry in Scotland at the turn of the 215t century. It explores whether an appropriate
balance being achieved between the economic, environmental and social aspects of forestry, and
what its role is in sustainable rural development. \We analyse institutions and stakeholder perceptions
on forestry. The emphasis is on participatory approaches and on the development of capabilities for
end-users involvement in the assessment and implementation of policy priorities for sustainable
multifunctional (MF) forestry in Scotland.
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